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IELTS

Marking Scale

[How to translate marks into bands]

Too low performance

	BAND
	Listening & Reading

out of 40
	Writing & 

Speaking

out of 100

	1
	1
	2%


2= Intermittent user

	2
	2,3
	8%


3= Extremely limited user

	3
	4,5,6,7
	18%

	3.5
	8,9,10
	25%


4= Limited user

	4
	11,12,13
	33%

	4.5
	14,15,16
	40%


Close to the borderline

	BAND
	Listening & Reading

out of 40
	Writing & 

Speaking

out of 100


5= Modest user

	5
	17,18,19
	48%

	5.5
	20,21,22,23
	58%


Satisfactory performance

	BAND
	Listening & Reading

out of 40
	Writing & 

Speaking

out of 100


6= Competent user

	6
	24,25,26,27
	60%- 68%

	6.5
	28,29,30
	70% - 75%


7= Good user

	7
	31,32,33
	78% - 82%

	7.5
	34,35
	85% - 88%


8= Very good user

	8
	36,37
	90% - 92%

	8.5
	38,39
	95% - 98%


9= Expert user

	9
	40
	100%


Source of marking scale IELTS Practice Tests Book 1 – Express Publishing – pg 5
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