
CPE – Writing
Article III - in class

Your college magazine  has asked its readers to submit an article on the
issue of driverless cars. In the light of the first fatal driverless car accident
in Arizona (18 March 2018) many people call for a complete ban in the
development of self-driving cars. Write an article describing roughly how
the  accident  happened  and  explaining  whether  you  would  support  a
prohibition of autonomous vehicles or not and why.

WRITE your article in 280-320 words
……………………………………………………………….……………………………….

TIPS

Tip 1. Decide on the appropriate style of writing:
• a chatty, colloquial style? 
• a personal, direct, informal style? 
• a neutral, informative style? 
• a formal, serious an impersonal style? (like an essay) 

Tip 2. Give an eye-catching title. The title should give a hint of the main point of your article.

Tip 3. Introduction 
• It must relate to the title 
• It must include a thought provoking statement that will hold the readers attention 
• It must have a clear angle and inform the reader about the content of the body paragraphs. 

 Tip 4. Body paragraphs
• Present balanced views when you have argumentative topics
• Use a variety of linking devices to hold the reader’s attention
• Be consistent with your style of writing (register). 

Tip 5. Conclusion 
• Summarize your main idea. 
• Close with a punchy final message. 
• Make your target reader feel that it was worth reading your article.
• Give him/her a take home message 

Background Material for your Article
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(Source  1:  https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/03/20/us/self-driving-uber-pedestrian-
killed.html)

A woman was struck and killed on Sunday night by an autonomous car operated by Uber in Tempe,
Ariz. It was believed to be the first pedestrian death associated with self-driving technology. The
car, a Volvo XC90 sport utility vehicle outfitted with a sensor system, was in autonomous mode
when it struck Elaine Herzberg around 10 p.m. on Sunday. There was a human safety driver at the
wheel, but the car was carrying no passengers.

The vehicle was going about 40 miles an hour on a street with a 45-mile-an-hour speed limit 
when it struck Ms. Herzberg, 49, who was walking her bicycle across the street, according to 
the Tempe police.

(Source  2:  https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/mar/22/video-released-of-uber-self-
driving-crash-that-killed-woman-in-arizona

The 14-second video inside the car showed the operator, identified by police as Rafaela Vasquez,
44, appearing to look at something inside the vehicle and not at the road at the time of the collision.
She alternated between looking down and looking forward and appeared shocked at the last minute
just as the car failed to stop.

Uber typically refers to its operators in the front of the autonomous cars as “safety drivers” who can

intervene and take control of the car, but generally let the vehicles run in autonomous mode. The 
cars rely on radar sensors that are meant to detect pedestrians, cyclists, cars and other 
obstacles. It is unclear what went wrong in this case. It was around 10pm at the time of the crash, 
and the video showed the woman appearing in view a second or so before the collision. She was 
not walking in a crosswalk when the car hit her, though Herzberg’s loved ones and some 

autonomous driving experts have argued that the technology still should have detected her.

(Source 3: http://www.debate.org/opinions/should-we-have-self-driving-cars)

Pros Cons

- No drunk drivers
- No distracted drivers
- No sleepy drivers
- Always abides by the rules
-  Makes  smart  choices  to  avoid  traffic
congestion
-  Gives  you  time  to  work  or  relax  while
commuting to work
- Give mobility to the disable

-  They  lack  the  human  competence  to  react
effectively in an emergency
- They get people’s jobs
- Susceptible to hacking with unknown effects
on the passengers’ safety
- They make us overly dependent on technology
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