
CPE – Writing
Report II - in class

Background Material for your Report

Net neutrality is the principle that governments should mandate Internet service providers to treat all

data on the Internet the same, and not discriminate or charge differently by 

• user, 

• content, 

• website, 

• platform, 

• application, 

• type of attached equipment, or 

• method of communication.

For instance, under these principles, internet service providers are unable to intentionally block,
slow down or charge money for specific websites and online content.

The term was coined by Columbia University media law professor Tim Wu in 2003, as an extension of 
the longstanding concept of a common carrier, which was used to describe the role of telephone 
systems.

(eg.1: Comcast )A widely cited example of a violation of net neutrality principles was the Internet service
provider Comcast's secret slowing ("throttling") of uploads from peer-to-peer file sharing (P2P) 
applications by using forged packets.Comcast did not stop blocking these protocols, like BitTorrent, until
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) ordered them to stop.

(eg.2: Madison) In another minor example, The Madison River Communications company was fined 
US$15,000 by the FCC, in 2004, for restricting their customers' access to Vonage, which was rivaling 
their own services. 

(eg.3: AT&T) AT&T was also caught limiting access to FaceTime, so only those users who paid for 
AT&T's new shared data plans could access the application.In July 2017, Verizon Wireless was 
accused of throttling after users noticed that videos played on Netflix and YouTube were slower than 
usual, though Verizon commented that it was conducting "network testing" and that net neutrality rules 
permit "reasonable network management practices".

Research suggests that a combination of policy instruments will help realize the range of valued 
political and economic objectives central to the network neutrality debate.Combined with strong public 
opinion, this has led some governments to regulate broadband  Internet services as a public 
utility, similar to the way electricity, gas, and the water supply are regulated (!!), along with 
limiting providers and regulating the options those providers can offer. 

In the U.S in April of 2015, the FCC issued its Open Internet Order, which controversially 
reclassified Internet access - previously classified as an information service - as a common carrier 
telecommunications service; i.e. a public utility (!!). 

But on December 14, 2017, the Commission, which was led by Chairman Ajit Pai, voted to partially 
repeal the 2015 Open Internet Order, classifying Internet access once again as an information 
service (??).

(Source – WIKIPEDIA - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Net_neutrality)
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CPE – Writing
Report II - in class

A seminar was recently held in your college for internet neutrality and government
regulations. You have been asked to write a report of the seminar for your college
website.  You should (1) briefly describe what internet neutrality means and (2) give
some examples of violations of this principle. You should also (3) evaluate the extent
to which such events can open young people’s minds to new challenges and future
decisions they will have to make. 

WRITE your report in 280-320 words
……………………………………………………………….……………………………….

 
CHECKLIST 

Content:
   Number the points you need to include ⃣
   Make a spider diagram that covers all the points you’ve numbered⃣
   Draft sub-headings for each section ⃣

Organisation:
   Use sub-headings (SOS) ⃣ ⃣
   Use bullets if you want to list information ⃣ ⃣
   Signpost the information clearly⃣
   Help the reader to process your report without undue effort ⃣

Language:
   impersonal language  ⃣
   neutral tone⃣
   include passive structures⃣
   use a range of relevant vocabulary ⃣


