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Model Composition 
 Part 1: Compulsory Essay

(Grivas pg  78)
Read the two texts below. Write an essay summarizing and evaluating the key points 

from both texts. Use your own words throughout as far as possible, and include your 
own ideas in your answers.

Censorship - a necessary evil

We are constantly being exposed to dangerous
opinions and need to be protected from these,
just as we need to protect our children from
bad  influences  on  television.  This  is  even
more  important  in  the  age  of  the  internet,
when anyone  can  write  whatever  they want
and  upload it  on  a  webpage.  The  voices  of
those who speak out against the establishment
should  also  be  silenced  as  they  aim  to
undermine  the  stability  of  the  state.  Free
speech  should  only  be  granted  to  those
prepared to use it responsibly.

Freedom of speech is a human right

Free speech uses the word ‘free’ for a reason, and
any  limitation  on  it  means  censorship.
Censorship  infringes  on  our  civil  and  human
rights  and cannot  be allowed in any form in a
democratic  country.  Many  governments  use
censorship as a way of silencing their detractors,
thus robbing the ordinary citizen of the right to
be  informed.  Censorship  begins  with  a  few
words here  and there,  and ends in  newspapers
being  closed  down  and  voices  of  protest
imprisoned.  Under  no circumstances,  therefore,
can censorship  be condoned.

  PLAN

Introduction  : What the texts 
                           are about

Body §A  : Summarize 
                   + Evaluate text 1
Body §B  : Summarize 
                   + Evaluate text 2

Closing paragraph :  Your own
                                     ideas

CHECKLIST

Content: 

⃣ All the key points 
⃣ My opinion on the key points
⃣ My own-original ideas

Language: 

⃣ Advanced vocabulary
⃣ Complex grammar structures
⃣ No phrasal verbs
⃣ No contractions
⃣ No vocabulary from the extracts 
⃣ Use 1-2 words/short phrases from the extracts 

in “ quotation marks” (no more than 2)
Organisation: 

⃣ Clear paragraphs 
⃣ Clear connection of ideas 
⃣ Wide range of connectors & cohesive devices
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The two extracts above take opposing views on the issue of censorship

The first author calls for a ban of television programmes and internet sites that have
“dangerous opinions” just like the filtering out of inappropriate content for underage
youths. He claims that especially the internet is utterly unreliable because there is no
control over what is  published online.  I  strongly oppose to this view because it
completely ignores the critical thinking skills of the individuals that offer a natural
protection  against  inaccurate  information.  To  make  matters  worse  the  extract
supports that we should mute any political opposition to the central government in
the name of maintaining law and order and that only the ones who act trustworthily
could be “granted free speech”.  That is a completely preposterous argument that
shakes the foundations of democracy. 

(123 words: What the first extract says + my opinion on what he says)

The second text sets the record straight and highlights the devastating repercussions
of  any  degree  of  thought  control.  Even  if  it  is  just  for  minor  interventions  in
broadcasts  or  publications  it  will  not  be  long before  these  droplets  of  regulation
become a tsunami of total control resulting in shutting down media and persecuting
journalists.  The author agonizingly stresses the need to uphold our civil liberties in
order not to mourn the loss of our democracy.

(75 words: What the second extract says + my opinion on what he says)

To my mind it is clear that we have to defend freedom of expression at all costs. This
vast  ocean of  opinions and details that  inundate the media should be accepted or
rejected by the public alone. For instance, it is the parents that have to control their
kids’ internet activity and there is no need for any central government to assume this
protective role. The same applies to the rest of the population. We have to develop
our  own  personal  critical  thinking  skills  rather  than  relinquish  this  role  to  the
authorities.

(92 words: My own thoughts)

(Total: 302 words)


