
British History

The Romans in Britain

(43 AD – 410 AD)

1st invasion = 55 B.C. by Julius Caesar 
(with two legions = 12.000 foot soldiers)
He fought unsuccessfully against Celtic
tribes (Britons) in south-east England
and then returned to France.

2nd invasion = 54 B.C. by Julius Caesar 
(with five legions = 30.000 foot soldiers)
( + 2.000 cavalry men – horse riders)
He fought more successfully. 

 He crossed the river Thames and
defeated the Britons. The Britons were
 forced to pay tribute to Rome but then
Ceasar left the Britons in peace.

3rd invasion = 43 A.D. by Emperor Claudius
(with 4 legions = 24.000 foot soldiers)
( + an equal number of auxiliary soldiers)
They crossed the channel in three
divisions landing:

a) at Lympne
b) at Dover
c) at Richborough

The Britons were not a unified nation. They were disparate tribes that fought 
with each other. Each tribe had their own leader and their own territory. The 
presence of an invader that threatened them all acted as common cause and 
a unifying bond that led towards a sense of national identity.

The Britons tried to resist the Roman invasion. The biggest battle was fought 
on the banks of river Medway, close to Rochester. The battle lasted two days.
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The Romans took 4 years to gain full control of southern England. 
It took them another 30 years to conquer the rest of England and Wales.

The Romans did not manage to subdue Scotland so in 120
AD Emperor Hadrian orders the construction of a massive
wall that stretches from sea to sea covering a distance of 73
miles. The wall took eight years to complete.

The first Roman city in Britain was Camulodunum
(known today as Colchester). It was the seat of the
Roman power and governance until it was burnt to
ashes during the Boudiccan revolt.

The Boudiccan revolt was one of the most serious
attempts of the native Celtic tribes to throw off the
Roman yoke.

After this event Londinium became the seat of the
Roman power and governance in Britain.

The Romans left Britain in 410 AD because they had to defend their home 
country from fierce tribes that started attacking them from the north.
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The legacy of the Romans to the British people:

- The Language: many English words are based on Latin words

- The Calendar: Julius Caesar introduced today's 'solar calendar' replacing
 the former 'lunar calendar' July is named after Julius Caesar.

- The Laws and a Legal System: Written laws that regulated people's
 permissible behaviour

- The Census: A 'count' of the population every ten years.

- Road network: straight streets very sturdily constructed to allow easy
                           communication between the cities

- Urban lifestyle: (Romanisation) well designed cities with market places, 
administration

 buildings, central heating, baths and intricate sewage
 systems and even… public toilets 

- Aqueducts: bridges to carry water in the urban centres



British History

The Romans in Britain

Quiz
Decide whether the statements below or True or False. Then correct the false ones.

1. Julius Caesar defeated the Britons in 55 B.C.

2. Emperor Claudius led a successful invasion in 54 B.C.

3. Emperor Claudius defeated the Britons and enslaved their King.

4. The battle on river Medway lasted two days.

5. The Romans conquered Britain in 4 years.

6. The Hadrian wall was a symbol of the victory of the Romans over the Picts 
(the inhabitants of Northern England and the whole of Scotland)

7. The Hadrian wall stretches from sea to sea convering a distance of 73 
miles.

8. Londinium was the first 'capital' city of Roman Britain.

9. The Boudiccan revolt attempted to throw off the Roman yoke.

10. After the Boudiccan revolt the Romans left Britain and move south to 
defend their home country (Italy).

11. The aqueducts calculate the days

12. The census made communication between cities easier.


