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SCULPTURE OF THE GREEK CLASSICAL PERIOD (480-323 B.C.)

From the National Archaeological Museum of Athens 

It was the first time in human history that the human body was studied for its aesthetic 
values, and was treated as an autonomous universe. The object of art became the 
human itself as the focus of the artist revolved around ordinary subjects like the weight 
shift (……….) during the forward step at the moment before the release of the thunder, 
the tying of a ribbon (…………) around one’s head, or just the shift of the pelvis when one
leg supports the man's weight.

The classical Greek sculptor was more of a magician than an artist. He transcended 
(………) ordinary subjects into extraordinary universal signs. And in the process, he 
reversed (…………) thousands of years of artistic tradition when he shifted the focus from
the supernatural and unknown, to more earthly matters. Throughout history the human 
figure had been used by many civilizations as a mere object which signified metaphysical 
preoccupation. On the other hand, in classical Greek sculpture the figures often depict 
(……….) deities but clearly the human body becomes the subject of study. The gods 
were depicted as a mere excuse to study humans. 

Can we consider the classical Greek art as religious or secular? Why/Why not?

In ancient Greece, a long intellectual evolution (…….) reached its logical conclusion 
during the classical era when man as a living organism on this planet acquired (………) 
the importance it deserved, and gods became human through marble and bronze. The 
golden age of classical Greece dictated that this earthly world can be explained in 
terms of cause and effect, and that every civilized society was built on the underlying 
foundation (………….) of logic. In classical Greece the visible universe became 
explainable, and thus the subject of intense study. The idea of observing and 
explaining the universe was evident (………) in the writings of Greek philosophers, 
and more visibly in the chisel (σμίλη) marks of the sculptors of the classical period 
of Greece. It was also not an accident that at the same period of time society in ancient 
Greece was organized around democratic principles with the city officials being elected by
the Demos (the community) who reserved the right to revoke (………)  their authority 
whenever they ceased (……) to perform to the Demos' liking.

Explain in your own words the sentences in bold letters and then answer in writing the following 
question:

Is the classical Greek art a product of a Democratic society ? 

WRITE your answer in 80-100 words
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