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(Source: http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2010/jul/20/tattoos)

1. What is being described in the first three paragraphs?

The modern twin-coil electromagnetic tattoo needle was patented in 1891 by one Samuel 
O'Riley (sometimes known as O'Reilly), an Irish-American tattooist working out of a barber's 
shop on Chatham Square in New York. Imagine a sewing machine, without the thread.
What this means now for Will Wright, a 30-year-old landscape gardener flat on his back on a 
reclining chair in a handsome brick building on High Wycombe high street, is that three fine 
steel needles are puncturing his skin roughly 150 times a second. That's just for the initial 
scratch outline of the red kite Wright is having across his stomach. Later, it'll be a pack of 
nine needles, to darken the line; later still, a spade-shaped array of as many as 15 needles, a
magnum, shading the bird's wings and underbelly.

2. Why does Will Wright make a tattoo?
3. What are the jobs of Woody, James, Lee and Alison?
4. How does Alison try to persuade the would-be clients?

Will doesn't feel much like chatting. "It does hurt," he says. "I do it because it looks cool, full 
stop. No deep inner meanings or anything. But it does hurt. Some are worse than than 
others; it's worst where there's not much flesh, close to the bone. But basically, it all hurts. I 
really wish it didn't, but it does." It can't hurt that much, though, because Sean "Woody" 
Wood, Jammes and Jay, three of the four tattooists in Woody's Tattoo Studio, have full 
diaries today (Woody and Jammes, in fact, are booked up until January). The fourth, Lee, 
who's taking care of the walk-ins, has already had to turn two people away. In a bright, white,
unthreatening interior, all gleaming surfaces, comfy armchairs and select samples of tasteful 
tattoo art lining the walls, those machines are buzzing, buzzing, buzzing. "So," Woody tells 
Will, gravely. "You are about to suffer for my art. Are you ready, sir?" Behind the counter, 
jovial Alison in reception is busy doling out good advice: "That Cheryl Cole thing on the side 
of the hand? Trust me, love, everyone's got one. Everyone. Same for Rihanna's star. And 
don't even mention Jordan's bow."

5. Study the following survey. What age groups are more prone to tattooing?
6. How do people feel about their tattoos as they grow older? – How do you know that?
7. What has played a decisive role in the increased popularity of the tattoos?

Tattoos, suddenly, are everywhere. According to one survey this month, a fifth of all British 
adults have now been inked (as contemporary usage has it). Among 16- to 44-year-olds, 
both men and women, the figure rises to 29%. Only 9% of over 60s have one, according to a 
survey of 1,000 adults by the Ask Jeeves website, but 16% of people aged between 30 and 
44 have two.  The survey, while not entirely scientific, is in line with a 2008 US study showing
that 36% of Americans aged 18-25, 40% of those aged 26-40 and 10% of those aged 41-64 
have a tattoo. America, Woody reckons, is "probably about a decade ahead in terms of 
popularity".
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 The Survey
TATT'S ALL FOLKS - THINK BEFORE YOU INK

Nearly a third of young British adults now sport at least one tattoo, but more than one in 
four of them regret having it done, according to new research.

A fifth (20 per cent) of all adults have a permanent tattoo, but this rises to a staggering 29
per cent of both men and women aged 16-44 years-old, the research revealed.

But while the marking does not fade, the enthusiasm clearly does, as 23 per cent admit it 
is something they now regret, said the survey based on questions answered by the 
question and answer website Ask Jeeves.

It includes many users asking about laser and other removal techniques - Ask Jeeves said
it was one of the most popular subjects for questions in recent years. 

Tattoos are becoming increasingly trendy and 86 per cent agree they are becoming more 
commonplace, though not everyone approves. 

One in three people (34 per cent) say tattoos look awful and 21 per cent think it is okay 
to have a tattoo as long as it is not on display. 

Only nine per cent of those aged 60 and over have one, but 16 per cent of those aged 30-
44 have at least two, the survey of 1,000 adults shows. 

Attitudes vary among age groups, though not by as much as some may think.
Asked about David Beckham's so-called tattoo 'sleeves' covering his arms, 93 per cent of
the over-60s think he's gone too far, and so too do 74 per cent of the under-30s. 

Almost half of all men - 47 per cent - think tattoos on a woman are a turn off but only 38 
per cent of women think the same about the markings on a male body.

While inked-up celebrities from Cheryl Tweedy to Amy Winehouse have helped 
increase the popularity of tattoos, there seem to be good and bad role models.

Nadia Kelly of Ask Jeeves said: "We have noticed an increasing number of our users 
asking Jeeves about tattoo removal services and asking about the various ways to get rid 
of them.

"Tattoos are obviously more popular than ever and we get enquiries about the latest 
designs or to look at those sported by celebrities.

"But it does suggest that this is one of the things that seems like a great idea at first but 
which many come to regret when they grow older."
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The celebs, of course, are there in force: Wayne Rooney has Just Enough Education to 
Perform (the title of a Stereophonics album), his wife Coleen's name and a Celtic motif on his
right arm, a flag of St George and "English and Proud" on his left, and a pair of clasped 
palms and angel wings across his back. David Beckham has – at last count – that winged 
angel, his son's name and Victoria (in Hindi, spelled wrongly). Robbie Williams has several, 
including a lion, his grandad's name and a Maori tribal piece on his shoulder. 

Amy Winehouse has many more. Angelina Jolie has the coordinates of her children's 
birthplaces, "Know your rights" in English and Latin, a tiger, a shelf-load of quotations and a 
black cross, plus the names of her two divorced husbands (now covered over with new 
tattoos). Once, this was a class thing: tattoos were for soldiers, sailors, bikers and criminals. 
Borderline deviant behaviour. Now the prime minister's wife has one (a dolphin, just below 
the ankle). 

8. What proves that tattooing tends to become a mainstream fashion?

All sorts of unlikely people have them. Some 14% of teachers are now tattooed, which is 
more than the 9% of servicemen and women who'll own up to one. Bank clerks, university 
lecturers, nuclear engineers. Tattooing has become a respectable high-street business. A 
decade ago, there were 300 tattoo parlours in Britain; now the estimate is 1,500-plus. 

There's even one in Selfridges. "When I was first setting up professionally, 17 or 18 years 
ago, the bank refused to lend to me," Woody says. "When I was doing this place up – it used 
to be the Conservative Club, which I like – the bank manager came back with me. He saw we
had customers hanging from the rafters, and asked me how much I wanted and when I 
needed it by." The whole business has plainly gone mainstream. 

9. What psychological effect can tattooing have on a person?

For this is, Woody reckons, about much more than mere fashion. Tattooing is a genuine 
popular artform, and people are only now beginning to realise what it can bring to their lives. 
"A tattoo gives you something to live for," he says. "Why do you get up in the morning? To 
wear grey, to have your life ruled by train timetables? A tattoo offers you something personal 
and fun and exciting in a world that can be drab and grey. People's souls are crying out for 
that. Tattoos are great for finding out more about yourself, for meeting people, for getting up 
in the morning and looking in the mirror and thinking: look at that! A work of art, in progress." 
Because the other thing that's changed about tatts, Woody says, is that these days people 
no longer talk about "'getting a tattoo' – a meaningless motif in the middle of nowhere, drifting
and directionless. They talk about 'tattooing': a themed, long-term, coherent piece of artwork 
on their bodies. Something with direction. Something that's been thought about." Lee 
downstairs is a good example, Woody says: "He used to have the lot, British bulldog, union 
jack, TVR logo, the skulls, the dragon. Now that's all been replaced by a colourful marine 
scene. Tropical fish, corals. Over two sleeves, one integrated scene. Totally different story."
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WRITING TASK

You write an advice column in a parents’ magazine. Read the following extract of a letter you
have received.

..my fifteen year old daughter wants  to get a tattoo. She doesn’t
seem to realize that when her enthusiasm wears off she will have a
permanent mark on her body. It is something that may even hinder her
professional career… removing such a mark can harm her health…
she  considers  it  absolutely  normal  while  for  me  it  is  completely
unacceptable… I really don’t know what to do and tell her.

Write an article (in 150-200 words) to be published in your magazine giving some advice on 
how to deal with her daughter.
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