
English for Adults
Various (3): Male & Female teachers

(Source: Associated Press – Athens News web version 12.2.09)

For all the differences between the sexes, here is one that might stir up debate in the teacher's
lounge: boys learn more from men and girls learn more from women. That's the upshot of a
provocative study by Thomas Dee, an associate professor of economics at Swarthmore College
and visiting scholar at Stanford University. Dee warns against drawing fast conclusions based
on his work. He is not endorsing single-sex education, or any other policy. Rather, he hopes his
work will spur more research into gender's effect and what to do about it.

1. What is Thomas Dee’s job?
2. What is the outcome of his research?
3. Is Thomas in favour of single-sex schools?

Dee's study is based on a survey of nearly 25,000 eighth-graders in the United States that was
conducted  by the education department  in  1988.  He examined test  scores as well  as self-
reported perceptions by teachers and students. Dee found that having a female teacher instead
of a male teacher raised the achievement of girls and lowered that of boys in science, social
studies and English. 

4. In what way were the academic achievements affected by the teacher’s gender?

Dee also contends that gender influences attitudes. For example, with a female teacher, boys
were more likely to be seen as disruptive. Girls were less likely to be considered inattentive or
disorderly. In a class taught by a man, girls were more likely to say the subject was not useful for
their future. They were less likely to look forward to the class or to ask questions.

5. How do female teachers see their male students?
6. How do female students respond to classes taught by male teachers?
7. Translate into English
- υποστηρίζω=
- απείθαρχος=
- υποστηρίζω=
- προκαλώ συζήτηση=
- διεξάγω (έρευνα)=
- προκλητική έρευνα=

But his study is sure to be scrutinised. Student success cannot be narrowed to the gender of the
teacher, said Reg Weaver, president of the National Education Association, the United States'
largest teachers' union. Experienced teachers, good textbooks, smaller class sizes and modern
equipment all influence how boys and girls do in class, Weaver said. "Students benefit by having
exposure to teachers who look like them, who can identify with their culture... but this is just one
variable among many,"  Weaver  said.  Dee said  his  research  raises valid  questions.  Should
teachers get more training about the learning styles of boys and girls? Should they be taught to
combat biases in what they expect of boys and girls? Teacher gender belongs in the nature-
nurture debate, he said. 

8. What is Reg Weaver’s job?
9. Make a list of the factors that can influence student performance.
10. What can be of great benefit for students according to Weaver?
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11. Translate into English
- ανατροφή=
- εξετάζω λεπτομερώς=
- σωματείο=
- παράγοντας=
- αντιμάχομαι προκαταλήψεις=
- εγείρω (ερωτήματα)=

12. Summarise in 80-120 Thomas Dee’s research and say whether you agree or not with his result.
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