
Appellate Court Worksheet 

What happens if a party believes that something has been wrongly decided at trial? 
Use the following words and expressions. 
 
appeal the issue  preserve the issue for appeal  flag the perceived problem 
indicating the appeal has to be filed   
 
How does an appellate court operate? Use the following words and expressions. 
 
witnesses  jury  present evidence  argue legal issues 
rehear  focus on …………….. /being appealed to   to determine whether  
narrower focus 
 
Is the appellate court’s decision final? 
 
overrule  issue a written opinion  the ultimate judicial tribunal 
supreme court affirm 
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Fill in the missing words. 
 
If a party believes that something has been wrongly decided at trial, he or she may be able 
to appeal that issue to an appellate court. The issue has to be preserved for appeal, 
however, which usually means that the attorney has to flag the 1 …………………………………… 
problem during the trial by objecting and 2……………………………… the nature of the error. In 
addition, the appeal typically has to be 3 ……………………………………… within a certain time 
period.  

In an appellate court, there are no witnesses and no jury, and the parties do not present 
4…………………………………………... Instead, lawyers 5…………………………………… legal issues to 
group of judges, often referred to as a 6……………………………….. Appellate courts do not 
7…………………………………. all the facts of a case; instead, they focus on the specific question 
of law 8…………………………… appealed to 9…………………………………………………….. whether 
that question was decided correctly.  

If the trial court has made an error, the appellate court may 10……………………………………… 
the trial court’s decision and 11……………………………………. a written opinion about it. If a 
party disagrees with an appellate court decision, it may appeal to the 
12……………………………… judicial tribunal of a court 13……………………………….., which is often 
referred to as the supreme court. That court may overrule or 14……………………………………… 
the appellate court’s decision and issue a written opinion of its own.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KEY: 1 perceived ; 2indicating ; 3 filed ; 4 evidence ; 5 argue ; 6 panel; 7 rehear; 8 being; 9 determine; 
10 overrule; 11 issue; 12 ultimate; 13 system; 14 affirm 


